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Opening visuals: Intro, title and music then into the classroom
NARRATION:
Jennifer Brouhard (pronounced Bro-Hard) is a 5th grade teacher at Glenview
Elementary in Oakland California.
She noticed a common problem in student reading, and had an idea about how to
help.
Jennifer:
So what I discovered after a number of years is that the kids are reading through a
piece and it's done. so a lot of what they read is just read to finish. What I wanted them
to do is really get into that text: break it down, what does it mean, how are you
interpreting it? I want them to take this text and do something with it.
Visual: Student reads from text

NARRATION:
“Keep it or Junk it”
is a step by step process which enables students not just to read,
but to identify the important concepts within the text
and put them to use
Visuals: Students working, example of “Keep It or Junk It” worksheet, including passage
of text that is used in this class.
NARRATION:
Let’s watch Jennifer use ‘Keep it or Junk it” as part of a two-week social studies unit
on the colony of Jamestown, Virgina.
Today,
The students will read a short passage and select key words. They will then use Keep It
or Junk It to help identify main ideas and answer a focus question. Ultimately they
will use all of this to write a research essay on the topic.
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In class:
Jennifer: When you look at your key words, they're going to help you answer that focus
question, so would you guys read that focus question.
Kids read aloud and in unison: What happened as a result of English settlement of
Jamestown, Virginia?
Jennifer: Okay so the words that you're gonna choose as you list your key words have to
help answer that question. And right now you're gonna work in small groups and you're
gonna have about 10 mins to come up with one group list of your key words.
NARRATION: In this first stage of Keep It or Junk It, the kids work in small groups to
generate a list of words that will later be considered by the entire class.
Jennifer: One of the things I found is that kids were pulling out all kinds of important
words. And there was no real way for them to tell what was an important word, what
wasn't an important word.
Visuals: Students working, one female student in cute pink jacket reads list of selected
key words.
Jennifer: Now you've got a list of words that you want to keep, because they all help you
answer that focus question.
Jennifer: It's a way for kids to link information.
NARRATION: During their small group discussions, Jennifer helps students work
through their ideas about the relative importance of each word.
JOHN ROLFE SCENE -- Jennifer: Okay now I want you to take a look at John Rolfe and we
talked about him yesterday right?
Visuals: ... Student and teacher discussion continues, students realize why John Rolfe is
not a key word ...
Jennifer: They begin to see that John Rolfe isn't that big of a deal.
Montage of kids putting up their words
NARRATION: Once they've created their lists, each groups puts their words up on the
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board in preparation for the main phase of Keep It or Junk It.
NARRATION: Then each student goes around with their own piece of paper and writes
down which words they think are the most important.

In class: Jennifer: Okay, we have our four students who are going to lead this right? One
of you is going to write in the pair and one of you is going to do the Keep It or Junk It
words, okay? And give the directions, so...
Jennifer: I think the biggest thing is that the kids are directing it.
Girl student: So we're gonna do keep it or junk it right now and B1 is tobacco, 1 keep, 2
junk, 3 cloud. Jennifer: And everybody must? Everybody must vote.
Visuals: Students run exercise, calling out words, calling out: “One keep, two junk, three
cloud: and classmates vote and explain their voting.
Jennifer: What they do is they call on students, pick one or two people that want to
keep the word. One or two people that want to junk the word
Visuals: Students run exercise
Jennifer: And the cloud is they're not quite ready to get rid of it. What I've found is that
if the kids aren't really ready to junk the piece that word will keep showing up.
Eventually what they see as they keep sorting and categorizing and keeping or junking is
that most of those words they cloud, they'll junk.
Visuals: Students run exercise
Jennifer: So the first time they vote, and that's when they call on the kids to justify their
opinion.
Visuals: Students run exercise
Jennifer: And then hopefully after that discussion you take another vote to see if
anything has changed.
Visuals: Students run exercise
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Jennifer: You know, this is their classroom. The more they run, the more they feel
engaged in it, the more they run it, the more they're talking through their ideas, working
through their own thinking.
Visuals: Students run exercise
Jennifer: I mean I think when the kids are talking more, They're in charge of their
education. And I think as a teacher then you're in charge of how am I going to facilitate
that.
NARRATION: We filmed two classes with Jennifer this day and she used Keep It or
Junk It differently in each one.
Jennifer: You can see in each of the classes it was done in a different way. The big thing
is you're looking at whose in the class. And while one class may need help with
vocabulary, one class may need help with reading strategies, another class may need
help with linking their ideas in a more sophisticated way. So it's not a set way to do it.
NARRATION: In this class Jennifer realizes that some of the students have not done
the reading and adjusts accordingly.
In this class, when Jennifer realizes some students have not done the reading, she
adjusts using yet another technique
JB in classroom: Now I think there are some people who might not have done the work,
am I right about that? So here's what we're gonna do--a quick Jump in and Read so that
everybody can then circle their words.
Jennifer: Jump in and Read is a way for me to check a couple of things. One when kids
read something independently and their struggling, I want to make sure they're not just
reading to get it done. I want to hear how they're reading it.
NARRATION: Jennifer quickly reviews the rules of Jump in and Read.
JB in classroom: Okay what's the rule on Jump in and Read ?
How many sentences?
Four.
Okay, if you hear somebody start and you jump in late what do you have to do? Stop.
If you look around and see somebody who hasn't jumped in before you're going to let
them?
Read.
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Text bullet points on screen

Visual: Girl starts reading
Jennifer: I never do it as a first read. I've done it after I've read it, we've examined it.
They're pretty familiar with the text.
Visual: Second stumbling student reads
Jennifer: It allows me to see what words they're stumbling over so indentured servants
for example.
Visual: Sound up: Student stumbles over indentured servants
Jennifer: As they're stumbling over that, that's letting me know they really don't know
what it is. So I've got to go back and talk about that idea.
NARRATION: At this point,
Jennifer has the students discuss the word in small groups
then send one rep to the front of the class to report the definition they've settled on.
Visual: An entire scene of 6 students, standing in a row, each giving their definition of
“indentured servants” one after another
JB in class: Okay so are we doing to keep indentured servants? 1 keep, 2 junk, 3 cloud.
Jennifer in interview: I didn't have a student leader do it in this class. You know you
could see when some of the kids were asked questions they were more hesitant. I think
what I saw as they were putting their words up is that they weren't really justifying
them in a way that they could use them. So things like for example there was one kid
who talked about colonists because they were there. That's not really useful for them
when they go to write.
NARRATION:
Realizing it isn’t working as planned, Jennifer improvises … and changes everything
Jennifer:
Forget the "keep it or junk it" for right now because they weren't ready to do that. And
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then, go back and look. And we do, what we do is give subheads then to the paragraph.
So the kids can kind of see: Here's the big idea in this paragraph.
Now, let me go back and, and revise my "keep it or junk it" list. And see if I can link then
the words to that subhead.
Visual:
Jennifer explains the same to students and wraps us the lesson
Jennifer: "keep it or junk it" … the first time I tried it took forever and I thought // oh
man this is awful! And you just start seeing glazed eyes. It takes a lot of practice and I
think the thing I would say is be patient, keep doing it. Because the kids are not used to
reading like this. And it's pushing the kids way out of their comfort zone. They're used
to reading it, saying I'm done, where are the questions. // So it's a process for you to
keep doing it as the teacher. It's a process for the kids to keep doing it.
Cube spin and music, visuals of the lively Keep It or Junk it exercise.

The payoff is the kids know it. And when you see their writing, through all of this
they've linked their ideas. And what you can really see is, how is that student thinking,
how do they use their information, did they really get it.
Jennifer: The thing that I've come away with over the last couple of years is that while I
would like to think content is really critical, I think the really critical thing is the analytical
skills and the thinking skills. It's not about answering a question. it's not about revising
my essay and putting the periods in the right place and capitalizing. It's about revising
my thinking. And to see kids at the end of the year say, wow I kinda got this. And I think
then they really feel this is my information, you know, my thinking.

end
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