
When teachers construct             
powerful invitations to engage EL 
students in language use in worthwhile 
disciplinary contexts, they can develop 
conceptual understandings, analytical 
practices, and dynamic language use 
in the domain, enabling them to 
succeed in school and beyond.
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for English Learners
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What is this movement
 we call Making?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yYd25q9lMTI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yYd25q9lMTI


What is Maker Education?

● Maker Education is an opportunity for young people to 

develop confidence, creativity, and interest in science, 

technology, engineering, math, art, and learning as a 

whole through making.

Make: to cause something to be 
successful  

● Students will be more effective problem solvers if 

they have a hand in posing the problems.



Making and growth mindset
○ Fostering the maker mindset through education is a 

fundamentally human project—to support the 
growth and development of another person not just 
physically, but mentally and emotionally.

~ Dale Dougherty

○ People with a growth mindset tend to believe that 
capabilities can be developed, improved, and expanded.  
                                             ~Carol Dweck 



Math, ELA, and Science Practices Overlap to Support Each Other
 



The Maker Education Benefit:
Getting A Lot For Your Investment

Engagement



The Maker Education Benefit:
Getting A Lot For Your Investment

Perseverance



The Maker Education Benefit:
Getting A Lot For Your Investment

Engineering and design practice



The Maker Education Benefit:
Getting A Lot For Your Investment

Meaningful opportunities for 
collaboration and dialogue



The Maker Education Benefit:
Getting A Lot For Your Investment

Academic Language



Sonoma County is a Hub for Maker Education 



Maker Momentum is Picking Up 
Throughout State and Nation 



Maker Education and 21st Century Learning

 creativity    communication

                  collaboration   critical thinking



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PVqzZjS2Xx0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PVqzZjS2Xx0


Why Maker Education 
and English Learners? 



Making is about developing one’s full potential.
Dale Doughtery 



 60%





Non-engagement. 

Passivity.

Invisibility.



What Can We Do??
❏ Build an inclusive and affirming school climate to 

engage LTELs in full school participation,                              

healthy identity development, and positive 

intergroup relationships

❏ End the social and structured isolation of ELs 

through activities that build relationships across 

groups
Meeting the Unique Needs of Long Term English Learners

Dr. Laurie Olsen 



Long Term English Learners need daily structured 

opportunities, invitation, and support to share 

responses, collaborate with peers, and present ideas
Meeting the Unique Needs of Long Term English Learners

Dr. Laurie Olsen 

Maker Education 
is a powerful invitation.



Key Shifts in the 2012 ELD Standards

Language development focused on 

collaboration, comprehension, and 

communication with strategic scaffolding to 

guide appropriate linguistic choices 



Key Shifts in the 2012 ELD Standards

English as a meaning-making resource with 

different language choices based on 

audience, task, and purpose





As a result of this conference, what new 
understandings have you developed 
around effectively engaging English 
Learners?

A new understanding I have developed 
around effectively engaging English 
Learners is _____. 











Think/Write 

A new understanding I have developed 
around effectively engaging English 

Learners is _____. 



Share With a Colleague

A new understanding I have developed 
around effectively engaging English 

Learners is _____. 



Integrated ELD 

 content

language





A new understanding I have 
developed around effectively 

engaging English Learners is _____. 



Be intentional and strategic 
about when and how to 

build in academic language. 



Higher levels of engagement create a 
natural desire to express what was 

learned and experienced.



Language as action 
emphasizes communication and its 

impact on language users. 
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How do you see Maker 
Education benefiting 

English Learners? 













Casey Shea
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